[Decompressive craniectomy and intracranial hypertension].
Decompressive craniectomy was purposed for the treatment of refractory intracranial hypertension after head injury. This review discusses results obtained by this surgery in severe head trauma. Several studies have confirmed a reduction in intracranial pressure secondary to decompressive craniectomy. Mortality decreased and the proportion of good outcome of the survivors increased. These results have not been confirmed prospectively, and indications have to be clarified. The positive effects of decompressive craniectomy compared to barbiturate or hypocapnia in the "second tier therapy" in refractory intracranial hypertension could be interesting to evaluate.